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Spotlight Awards Idea
Spotlight Awards are a new giving program for the Education Foundation that offer a new way for community members to donate in support of the educational areas they are most passionate about. Developed with help from Wells Fargo Bank, a donation in support of a Spotlight Award allows the donor to “spotlight” a retired educator and/or focus the award on specific subject, school, program, or classroom project. Spotlight Award’s focus must be in-keeping with Education Foundation priorities and be approved by vote of the Foundation Board in advance.  

One-Time or Short-Term Spotlight Awards: A one-time award can be funded at any time throughout the year with a donation of anywhere from $520 up to $2,600 for a single award. Multiple awards to be given out in the same year or across a series of years can be funded with larger donations. The maximum amount for each individual Classroom Impact Grant award is $2,500. Donated funds, less the Foundation’s administration fee, will be given to the applicant(s) who best meets the intent and focus of the award. The availability of the spotlight award and the criteria for the award will be announced to the schools each spring as an award they can apply for through the next grant cycle. Funds are made available to the winning applicant(s) each June for the following school year. The award benefactor/donor will receive recognition on our website, the donation and award will be announced with a press release, and the donor will be invited to attend the Classroom Impact Grants Reception in the fall. 

Named Spotlight Funds for Recurring Awards: Another donation method is the creation of a “named fund” that honors a retired educator and funds an ongoing “Spotlight Award” to be distributed annually as long as funds are available. These recurring awards named to honor an educational contributor (teacher, philanthropist, donor, etc) could also be focused on a subject, school, educational program, or project.  To name a fund in support of an ongoing award would require a minimum donation level of $25,000 or more. The amount given out annually in awards would be dependent on the fund guidelines when created as well as the ability of the fund to sustain itself through additional donations and generate income. Significant recognition is available including plaques, PR, and event attendance. The Wallace Wilson Spotlight Award Fund is an example of a named Spotlight Award Fund that supports a recurring Spotlight Award each year. The Wallace Wilson Fund honors the teaching legacy of Wallace Wilson, who taught science at Pilot Butte Middle School for many years. The fund will be used to support an annual grant award to a recipient focused on the scientific education of young people – especially earth sciences. The initial focus will be on applicants from Pilot Butte Middle School, but fund growth through additional contributions may allow future awards to become available to other schools. If a donor wishes to launch a fund with a starting balance of $3,000 to $25,000 to encourage contributions from other donors, this option may be available with approval from the Foundation. 
Application & Award Process: Spotlight Awards would be administered by the 501(c)(3) non-profit Education Foundation for Bend-La Pine Schools as a part of the Classroom Impact Grants program. Applications will be accepted each spring (exact dates TBD), and award winners will be announced no later than July 15 each summer. Applications would be made available on the Education Foundation’s website in late January of each year. The Spotlight Award winner(s) and supporting donors could be recognized at the Foundation’s Annual Impact Grants Reception each fall. 

